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RENEWABLE ENERGY IN PORTUGAL 
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RENEWABLE ENERGY IN PORTUGAL 

Source: DGEG 2010  
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RENEWABLE ENERGY IN PORTUGAL 

Source: INEGI 2011  
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RENEWABLE ENERGY IN PORTUGAL 
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SOME FACTORS THAT MAY AFFECT PUBLIC 

OPINION 

Changes in landscape; 
Negative media coverage- 
costs for the consumer; 

Wildlife, tourism and 
health impacts 

Pro-environmental attitudes; 
Positive media coverage:  

climate change, endogenous 
resources; Economic benefits 



LANDSCAPE 

Wind farm, Lousã 

Digitally modified image of a future 

wind farm in Sortelha 



Opinion regarding 

energy sources – 

“In favour” 
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Portuguese more favourable to 

non renewable energies than 

EU25 (except for nuclear) 

Slightly less favourable to Wind 

and Solar than EU25 

Source: Eurobarometer 65.3 

(2006/2007)   



Favourable to RE 

targets (2020) 
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  Portuguese don´t know 

or don’t have an opinion 

more frequently 

 Almost a fifth of 

Portuguese consider the 

2020 targets to be too 

ambitious 

Source: Eurobarometer 69.2 

- 2008 
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KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE MOST USED 

ENERGY SOURCES (COUNTRY) 
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- 2007  

 Portuguese:  

overestimate the 

role of hydro and 

solar 

Underestimate 

the role of coal  



FUTURE PERSPECTIVES – ENERGY 

SOURCES MORE USED IN 30 YEARS 
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 Portuguese 

select renewables 

(except hydro and 

oceans) less often 

and non-

renewables more 

often than the 

average European 

citizen 

 Almost 30% 

DK/DA   

 



More frequent use 

of RE in 2050?   

“Yes, definitely” 
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 Portuguese are the 

least likely to consider 

RE will play a significant 

role in 2050 as a 

source of energy 

Source: Eurobarometer 75.4 

- 2011 



MAIN CONCLUSIONS 

Achievement of EU targets will imply more infrastructure: 

Increased price awareness 

Increased infrastructure visibility 

Increased risk of conflicts 

Portugal - Despite large potential on RE production, Portuguese 

citizens seem to... 

 be among the least favourable to RE 

 less likely to believe in RE’s role in the medium/long term 


